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received its death-blow about thirty years ago, not from a mis¬ 
sionary, but from a white trader, O’Brian, now living on the 
island, who accomplished its overthrow, not from any religious 
motive, but because the ancient religion took up much of the 
time which he thought, rightly or wrongly, should be given to 
collecting copra for him. He told the natives that the captain 
of the vessel trading with him threatened on his return to shoot 
every man, woman and child if they did not destroy the spirit 
and fetish houses. “And do you think he will do it ?” they 
asked. “ Undoubtedly,” was the reply. So they were terribly 
frightened, and some wished to destroy the houses, and others, 
under the leadership of the priest, were opposed. Three men- 
friends of O’Brian’s were in favour, and they went into the 
charm-house, took down the Teo, polluted it and put it back. 
There was a great noise when the deed was discovered, and 
suspicion fell on these three men and O’Brian. The three men 
left the island and went to Nukulailai, and of course were thus 
self-condemned. The spirit-master accordingly performed his 
charms, and told the people that these three men were now dead. 
One of the three men, Leveri, had a twin brother who remained 
in Funafuti after the flight of Leveri, and he was terribly 
grieved over his brother’s death ; the other men also were much 
regretted, and the whole population went into mourning—cut¬ 
ting off their hair, they made necklaces of it to wear round their 
necks, abstained from eating taro, and in other ways showed 
their grief. 

One day, however, Leveri returned in a ship ; the people 
could not credit it, and said it must be his spirit. Leveri, how¬ 
ever, cried out to them in his own proper voice, and they had then 
no doubt that he was alive ; they asked him about the other two 
men, and learnt that they also were alive and well, and meant 
soon to return. Then there was great uproar, and the people 
cried, “ Burn the devil’s house.” O’Brian did not wait for further 
orders, but went off with a half-caste and set both the devil’s 
and the charm house on fire. The spirit-master, or devil- 
master, seized the Teo and escaped with it in his canoe to the 
lagoon. But O’ Brian took his double-barrelled gun and went 
after him, and threatened to shoot him if he did not bring it 
back : knowing well that if this devil-master escaped with the 
Teo, the people would begin to worship it again on the first 
opportunity. The devil-master came back, and O’Brian took 
the Teo, unwound the stone from its wrappings—it was a red 
stone from six to eight inches long—and dashed it in pieces on 
the ground. Then he fired his gun through the roof of the 
burning house and exclaimed, “ There goes your devil up in the 
air I See him!” And all the people said “ Tschah ! ” an 
expression of great surprise.* 

The devil-master threatened proceedings from the next world. 
“Now,” said he and his friends, “never more any turtles, no 
bonitos, no fish in lagoon.” 

There was a devil’s house on the northern island, and O’Brian 
and Matika went in their canoe to burn that down too ; on the 
way they got hundreds of black fish, and brought them back to 
the islanders. The people said, “ God was sorry for the devil, 
and gave these fish to atone.” So they gave them away (to the 
devil-master ?). 

The turtle is taboo to all but the king. When one is caught 
it is brought to the king, who recites the following formula over 
it before cutting it up :—- 

Te ailu o te fonu 
The body of the turtle 
Te ika mua e soa 

The fore paddles are fellows (a pair) 

Te ika muti e soa 
The hind paddles are a pair 
Te vaesiosio e soa 
The lungs are a pair 

Te alaga mua e soa 
The arms are a pair 

Te alaga muti e soa 
The legs are a pair 

Te matua tinae e soa 
The breast is a pair 

Te puloa e soa 
The belly is a pair 

Te laukape e soa 
The back is a pair 

Te matua lua e soa 
The small guts are a pair 
Te lakau e soa 
The great intestine is a pair 
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Te fatumava e soa 
The liver is a pair 

Te ate e soa 

Th<2 fat under the armpits is a pair 
Te mama e kiukiu te fua 

He then divides it among himself and his relatives. 

I have attempted, with the help of the natives, to translate 
all the lines except the last, which O’Brian told me meant 
“ the eggs are thousands and thousands.” The formula as I 
give it is copied from the writing of a native scribe, who took it 
down in our presence as the king recited it. 

July 19, 1896. W. J. Sou, AS. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 

Oxford. —The following have been elected to the University 
Mathematical Scholarships and Exhibition for 1897 :—To the 
Senior Mathematical Scholarship : E. E. Roberts (Corpus 
Christi College). Proxime accessit: E. Lawton (Corpus Christi 
College), to whom the Examiners have awarded Lady Herschel’s 
Book for Astronomy. To the Junior Mathematical Scholarship : 
W, M. Roberts (scholar of Corpus Christi College). Proxime 
accessit: R. F. McNeile (scholar of Balliol College). 

Mr. C. L, Shadwell, Fellow of Oriel College, has been 
appointed a Curator of the Botanic Garden, in place of Mr. F. T. 
Richards. 

The General Medical Council has decided not to register as 
medical students those who have only passed Responsions. They 
will henceforth require a knowledge of Algebra up to simple 
equations, and of Euclid, Books I.-Ill,, with easy deductions, in 
addition to the ordinary subjects of the examination. Steps are 
being taken to meet these requirements. 

The Junior Scientific Club met on February 3, Mr. A. W. 
Brown (Christ Church), President, in the chair. Mr. Percy 
Elford exhibited a series of specimens illustrating the evolution 
of the match. Mr. A. E. Boycott (Oriel) read a valuable and 
interesting paper on shell colouration in British extra-marine 
mollusca; and Mr. B. H. Rolfe (Merton) discussed the effect of 
climate on building-stone. The President announced that the 
first volume of 4 4 Robert Boyle Lectures ” would shortly be 
published. 

The Professorship of Geology is still vacant. At present 
arrangements are being made for the instruction of those who 
wish to study geology at the Museum. The new Professor 
will in all probability be appointed in the course of the present 
term. 

Mr. F. F. Fison has been elected to a Casberd Scholarship in 
Mathematics at St. John’s College. 

Cambridge. —The degree of Master of Arts, honoris causa, 
is to be conferred on Dr. A. A. Kanthack, Deputy-Professor of 
Pathology. The Senate has assigned a stipend of ^250 to Dr. 
Joseph Griffiths while he is discharging the duties of the 
Professor of Surgery during the vacancy of the chair. The 
Senate has also made a grant of £$o to the University Lecturer 
in Geography (Mr. Yule-Oldham) for additional maps and 
apparatus. 

Dr. D. H. Scott, F.R.S., has been appointed an Elector to 
the chair of Botany ; Mr. J. J. H. Teall, F.R.S., an Elector to 
the chair of Geology ; Sir W. H. Flower, F.R.S., an Elector to 
the chair of Zoology; Dr. A. S. Lea, F.R.S., an Elector to the 
chair of Physiology; and Dr. J. Sully, an Elector to the chair 
of Mental Philosophy. 


Lord Herschell recently opened new technical schools at 
Swindon. They are built upon a site generously presented by 
Major Rolleston, at a cost of ,£12.000, towards which the New 
Swindon District Council contribute £7 500, the Wilts County 
Council ^3500, and the Science and Art Department ^1000. 

The National Association of Manual Training Teachers has 
issued a circular letter asking teachers of manual training, 
“ Whether the making of apparatus and instruments for physics 
(as suggested in the Physics’ Syllabus, Form 74, of the Science 
and Art Department) interferes educationally with manual 
training ? ” 

The Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee have resolved to apply 
to the County Council to sanction a salary of £250 a year, 
with an additional ;£ioo for travelling expenses, in con- 
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nection with the post of lecturer to the Committee. There 
is a difficulty in obtaining a competent man at the salary 
originally decided upon. 

The Technical Education Committee of the Berkshire County 
Council have advised the Council to establish four agricultural 
exhibitions of the value of ^35 each, to be open to boys be¬ 
tween fourteen and sixteen, and tenable for two years at the 
Dauntsey Agricultural School, which has been established to 
give a thoroughly practical instruction in the various branches of 
farm work. 

The Committee of Graduates of the University of London 
unanimously resolved, at a recent meeting “ That the Com¬ 
mittee of Graduates of the University of London in favour of 
the scheme of Lord Cowper’s Commission, express the earnest 
hope that her Majesty’s Government will again introduce a Bill 
for the creation of a statutory commission for the reconstitution 
of the University of London, and assure the Government that 
such a measure will have their active support.” 

The Chairman of the Leicestershire Technical Education 
Committee informed the County Council, at their meeting on 
the 3rd inst., that at the present time there was not a single 
student from Leicestershire at the Midland Dairy Institute, 
though there were as many as forty last spring. This is owing 
to the fact that Leicestershire only interests itself in the practice 
of cheese-making, which cannot be satisfactorily carried out in 
the winter. But since there are so many branches of agriculture 
which can be properly studied during the winter months, it 
seems a misfortune that Leicestershire should reap no advantage 
from its contributions to the support of the Dairy Institute during 
so large a part of the year. 

The following are among recent appointments :—Dr. Johann 
Rtickert to be professor of anatomy in the University of 
Munich; Dr. Liznar to be professor of meteorology and 
terrestrial magnetism in the Technical High School at Vienra; 
Dr. R. Schtissler to be professor of geometry in the Technical 
High School at Graz ; Dr. C. J. Martin to be provisionally the 
successor to Dr. G. B. Halford as professor cf physiology in the 
University of Sydney ; Dr. Arnaldo Maggiora to be professor 
of experimental hygiene in Modena University ; Dr. A. Serafina 
to be professor of experimental hygiene in the University of 
Padua. Among recent calls are:—Dr. Felix Auerbach, of 
Jena, to be professor of physics at Strasburg; Dr. Franz, 
assistant in the Observatory of Konigsberg, to be associate pro¬ 
fessor of astronomy at Breslau. 

It is announced in the Lancet , that the present Lord Rector 
of the University of St. Andrews—the Marquis of Bute—has 
undertaken to erect at his own cost, under certain conditions, 
four new laboratories, lecture-rooms, museums, work-rooms, 
&c., for the departments of anatomy, physiology, materia 
medica, and botany. These laboratories will be provided with 
all modern appliances for teaching and research purposes. 
They will form a most important addition to the existing natural 
philosophy, natural history, and chemical departments. As the 
laboratories are to be built apart from the existing colleges on 
ground of their own, they will, of necessity, form the head¬ 
quarters of the extended medical school there, which school will 
henceforth be known as the “ Bute School of Medicine,” in 
commemoration of the generous donour. 

At a recent meeting of the Senate of the University of 
Wales, the question of fellowships, scholarships, exhibitions 
and prizes, to be established in connection with the University, 
was again discussed. The Senate recommended that there 
should be four fellowships of at least ;£ioo per annum, tenable 
for two years, with possible renewal for a third year in recogni¬ 
tion of exceptional merit. The prizes will be open both to 
graduates and undergraduates, and will be awarded for excel¬ 
lence of attainment in departments of study recognised by the 
University. The fellowships, scholarships, and exhibitions will 
be confined to graduates of the University. Fellowships will 
be only conferred for very distinguished merit, and will be 
tenable on condition of residence at some approved seat of 
learning or research, and on the active pursuit of original in¬ 
vestigation. They will be awarded by the Court on the recom¬ 
mendation of the Senate, the Senate acting on the recommend¬ 
ation of a small Standing Committee specially appointed for 
this purpose. The Standing Committee will require informa¬ 
tion as to the subjects of research or advanced study to which 
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candidates propose to devote themselves, and (in the event of 
their election) receive from time to time reports as to their 
work and progress. 

We are glad that the Prince of Wales has again shown his 
interest in the excellent work of the Technical Education Board 
of the London County Council, by presiding at the distribution 
of prizes and certificates on Friday last. The magnitude of the 
work of the Board is shown by the fact that the number of 
scholars and exhibitioners who were elected in 1896 is 893, 
made up as follows :—5 senior county scholars ; 70 intermediate 
county scholars ; 588 junior county scholars ; 18 schools of art 
scholars ; 21 artisan art scholars ; 95 junior artisan evening art 
exhibitioners; 85 evening science exhibitioners; 2 horticul¬ 
tural scholars; 9 domestic economy training scholars. The 
total pecuniary value of these scholarships and exhibitions 
amounts to about ,£40,000. The amount placed at the disposal 
of the Board for the coming year is ,£150,000. In the course 
of an address at the close of the presentation of the certificates, 
the Prince of Wales pointed out that the Technical Education 
Board has made grants to University College, King’s 
College, and Bedford College, under such conditions as are cal¬ 
culated to place the highest technical teaching of these institu¬ 
tions within the reach of those students who could not otherwise 
afford to devote several of the best years of their lives to a 
course of University study. Under these conditions evening 
classes in certain subjects, especially in those connected with 
mechanical and electrical engineering, have been conducted on 
precisely the same lines as the day classes, and by the same 
professors and lecturers ; and on Saturdays the professors have 
undertaken to give instruction in several classes to teachers, who 
thus enjoy the advantages of all the resources of the best 
University institutions. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES . 

London. 

Royal Society, January 21.—“ Experiments on Examination 
of the Peripheral Distribution of the Fibres of the Posterior 
Roots of some Spinal Nerves, Part II.” By C. S. Sherrington, 
F.R.S., Holt Professor of Physiology, University College, 
Liverpool. Received November 12, 1896. 

This paper is in continuation of one brought before the Society 
in 1892, and published in Phil. Traits,, vol. 184, B. The 
communication is divided into four sections. In Section I. the 
field of peripheral distribution of each root is described from the 
Vth cervical to the lower end of the brachial region. Particular 
attention w r as paid to the question of the skin-fields of the 
several divisions, ophthalmic, maxillary, and mandibular of the 
cranial Vth, in order to see if the fields possessed the characters 
of segmental skin-fields, or those of peripheral nerve-trunk skin- 
fields. They were found to conform with the latter, not with 
the former. A curious relation of the posterior edge of the field 
of the Vth to the external ear is found to exist, indicating that 
the position of the visceral cleft is still adhered to as a boundary 
line for the field of the trigeminus. The sense of taste as well 
as of touch is found to be destroyed in the anterior two-thirds of 
the tongue after intracranial section of the Vth; this makes it 
extremely doubtful whether the corda tympani can have gustatory 
functions in the monkey, as has been believed in some cases in 
man. No loss of eye-movements, or interference wdth them, 
has been found to result from intracranial section of the Vth. 

After cranial Vth and all the upper cervical posterior roots 
have been severed, there still persists a small field of sentient 
skin, which includes the external auditory meatus and a part of 
the pinna. This field, although not corresponding to the 
situation given by anthropotomists to the distribution of the 
auricular branch of the vagus, may come either from it or the 
glossopharyngeal. It presents interest as being the only field 
representing the whole cutaneous distribution of a nerve, which 
does not conform with the rules of zonal distribution holding 
good in the case of each of the other nerve-roots examined, and 
these now include the whole craniospinal series. The posterior 
root of the 1st cervical nerve has a skin-field in the cat, which 
includes the pinna. The posterior root of the same nerve in 
Macacus has no skin-field at all, its skin field having apparently 
been included in the Ilnd cervical of Macacus, not in the cranial 
Vth. The root fields contributing to the surface of the brachial 
limb are Illrd, IVth, Vth, Vlth, Vllth, and VUIth cervical, 
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